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In Belgrade
The Saints-Yielding Nemanji¢ Lineage

In this year, in addition to the grand consecration of the Memorial Saint Sava’s Cathedral at Vracar and, then,
the erection of the massive monument to the founding father of the saints-yielding Nemanji¢ lineage — Grand
Zhupan of Serbia Stefan Nemanja, an outstandingly precious book titled “Nemanji¢i“ by Luka Miceta is to be
published.

This is a comprehensive biography of the worshipful Serbian rulers, and therefore, the subtitle of the work
from the well-known verse “Let it be known that we used to be an imperial power* actually offers the best
description of its content.

Owing to this book, the Reader will have an opportunity to get familiar with the great deeds of eleven rulers
from the saints-yielding lineage of the Nemanji¢es who have - after two centuries of devoted and self-sacrificing
service to God and Kindred - bequeathed to us the awareness that nothing great and lasting can be accomplished
without God, for with God everything shall be possible, as the Holy Evangelist Luke teaches us (Luke, 1:37).

The saints-yielding Nemanjices, to whom the Orthodox faith was an inextinguishable flame in all of their no-
ble endeavours, as the devout founders of the medieval Serbian state and pious servants of the Serbian Orthodox
Church, became the eternal steerers of the Serbian people that could not be overpowered by the waves of hell on
earth. And while the Church vouches for many of them to be worthy of the saintly aureole, our overly-suffering
people have for centuries been finding the greatest solace and strength in their conveyance of prayers.

Through his zealous and diligent work, Luka Miceta has presented his people with this book as a gem of the
history of the Serbian nation. Blessed be this gift of his.

SERBIAN PATRIARCH
(+ Irinej)
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Foreword

A WORK OF PERENNIAL VALUE

The medieval Serbian history is inextricable from the Nemanji¢
Dynasty. Over the period of somewhat more than two centuries of the
dynasty’s rule over the Serbian lands (1166-1371), these lands reached
their political zenith and flourished socially, culturally and economically.
As adept and adroit politicians, capable and seasoned military leaders,
patrons of the Church and arts, founders of magnificent endowments and
rulers with state-building vision, the Nemanjices left indelible imprints
behind.

To write biographies of some rulers from the Nemanji¢ Dynasty is a
highly demanding task. It implies professional knowledge of a historian,
story-telling skill of a writer, exploratory spirit and the power of imagina-
tion. To write a biography of a dynasty is incomparably more demanding.
It necessitates the awareness of the spirit of the time and of the geograph-
ical region, the European and Mediterranean frameworks of the Serbian
history, the geopolitical situation, the role of the Church(es) and spirit-
uality in the life of the medieval man, but also the capacity to discard the
challenges and frustrations of the present day so as not to transfer these
onto an age of remote past.

As a journalist by vocation and occupation, and an explorer of the
past and historian in terms of his interests and curiosity, Luka Miceta
has responded to those professional requirements more than successfully.

Broad public has known him for a long time as the biographer of
some rulers from the Nemanji¢ Dynasty. Over the past seven years, he
has published some exceptionally attention-grabbing books about the
founding father of the Dynasty, Stefan Nemanja, about his son Stefan
the First-Crowned, who elevated Serbia to a hereditary kingdom, fol-
lowed by those about King Milutin, whose capability of a statesmen was
known far beyond the Serbian borders, about Stefan Decanski, the most
unfortunate’ of the Serbian kings whose life was marked by eventful and
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Foreword A WORK OF PERENNIAL VALUE

tremendous temptations, and about Stefan Dusan the Mighty, the first
Serbian emperor, who expanded the state borders farther than any one
of his predecessors. The last one in the series of these books is devoted
to Saint Sava, the founding father of the independent Church of Serbia,
the originator of the autonomous Serbian literature and the first identi-
fied-by-name Serbian legislator whose legacy formed the spiritual iden-
tity of the Serbs for a limitless time.

Announced by the Author in a modest wording as a kind of "breviary,
that is, a completion of the earlier books on the rulers of the glorious,
saints-yielding Serbian dynasty, this work now in the hands of the Read-
ers is much more than that.

’Armed’ with the historians’ method, inspired by his spirit of an inves-
tigator, erudition and — moreover - his identifiable talent of a man of let-
ters, Miceta reveals to his Readers the brilliant side of the Nemanjices, yet
also their other, darker side, marked by occasional intrigues and conflicts
among the members of the Dynasty.

That is but just the first in a row of qualities that characterize the work.
It is important to say that — across the pages which follow below — Miceta
pays attention not only to the most prominent rulers, but also to those
members of the Dynasty who are mostly neglected or marginalized in
the general historical surveys and works of popular science. That is the
case with Nemanja’s eldest son Vukan, Milutin’s younger son Konstantin
who should have succeeded his father on the throne but tragically lost his
life in the struggle for rule, as well as with many other, male and female,
figures from the Nemanji¢ lineage.

A lot has been written about the personalities of the Serbian queens
and empresses: they not only tied the royal/imperial courts of the Neman-
jices to other ruling houses of the then-contemporary Europe, but asserted
themselves in political activities, diplomacy, as endowment-founders and
book lovers. With their energy and competences, they would sometimes
outperform their husbands.

The book before the Reader’s eyes now not only rectifies the specific
historical injustice made to some individuals of the Nemanji¢ lineage and
the Serbian female consorts in that age, but also broadens insights of his-
toriography into the domain. For instance, Miceta persuasively shows that
the proposal of the marital bond between the families of Emperor Dusan
and the Ottoman Emir Orhan - which was soon given up, though - had
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Foreword A WORK OF PERENNIAL VALUE

envisaged the marriage of the Serbian emperor’s daughter and the emir’s
son Murad, the same Murad, Ottoman sultan, who was several decades
later killed in the Battle of Kosovo. Interestingly, professional historians
have failed to give attention to this intriguing detail.

In this brief foreword we shall not mention all the details and curious
facts that will be detected and discovered by the Readers on the upcom-
ing pages. What needs to be emphasized is the fact that, like the other
works by the same Author, this one is characterized by a careful and crit-
ical approach to historical sources and reliance on the rich related choice
of bibliographical items that include works of both senior and younger
generations of historians. Due to this choice, the inquisitive readers will
have an opportunity to understand and get insight into a long gone age
when the Nemanji¢ Dynasty practised their rule and creative powers, and,
moreover, to discern historical facts from numerous fallacies and myths
which have mostly appeared in our time in connection with the members
of the Nemanji¢ lineage.

The writing manner of these biographies of the Nemanjices is light
and enthusiastic. They are gripping, like historical fiction. On the other
hand, they are entirely grounded on historical sources and the knowledge
about the past, thus building up a meticulously documented work, one of
perennial value and one worth occasional rereading. One can freely say
that, due to the said qualities, this book has crowned Miceta’s studies in
the Middle Ages and his personal growth - from a biographer of indi-
vidual Nemanjices into a true life-historian of the most glorious Serbian
dynasty and the ’Golden Age’ of Serbia.

Aleksandar Uzelac, Ph.D.

In Belgrade,
on the feast day of the Nativity of the All-Holy Mother of God', 2020

That is, on September 21 N.S./8 O.S. The Serbian Orthodox Church still observes the
Julian calendar (Old System). — Translator’s note.






Instead of an Introduction

Then come and receive the sign of holy faith.
Saint Spyridon

Civilisations are not mortal.
Fernand Braudel

The Nemanjices, the saints-yielding Serbian dynasty, ruled Serbia for
somewhat more than two centuries — from the enthronement of Stefan
Nemanja’ in 1166 until the death of Emperor Uro$ V in 1371.

Stefan Nemanja ruled for thirty years (1166-1196); Stefan the First-
Crowned for some twenty-nine years (1196-1202 and 1205-1228);
Vukan for about three years (1202-1205); Stefan Radoslav for six years
(1228-1234); Stefan Vladislav for nine years (1234-1243); Stefan Uro$ I
for thirty-three years (1243-1276); Stefan Dragutin for six years (1276-
1282); Stefan Uro$ II Milutin for thirty-nine years (1282-1321); Stefan
Uros III Decanski for ten years (1321-1331); King and Emperor Stefan
Uro$ IV Dusan for twenty-four years (1331-1355), and his son, the last of
the Nemanjices on the Serbian throne, Emperor Stefan Uros'V, for sixteen
years (1355-1371).

Stefan Nemanja, the founding father of the dynasty, was not only
a great ruler but also a great reformer, a visionary. For thirty years he
was the governor of the Serbian lands before he, having transferred his
authority to his son Stefan, joined a monastic brethren and turned to an

Aleksandar Loma [Serbian philologist and Indo-Europeanist] thinks that the origin of
the personal name of Nemanja “has been questionable for a long time now”, regardless of the fact
that it has been known among the Serbs since the 12% century, and, according to the “testimo-
nies provided by the Czech, Lusatian-Serbian and Belarus toponymy, could even be Proto-Slavic’.
Although the existence of “the names Neman and Zavid in ancient time among the Lusatian Serbs
indicates a possible gens-implying, that is, dynastic tradition®, the name - Loma says — possibly
used to be given to the children born in alien countries (in contrast to the name Domanégnp,
related to dom ['home’] with a prophylactic, protective role).

- oD e—



Instead of an Introduction

inner world, to seclusive life, devoted to prayer. He substituted his lustrous
cloak with a modest monachal garment, his sword with a cross, his shield
with the Gospel Book, the merry and noisy palace with the silence of [the
monasteries of ] Studenica and Chilandari that echoed stronger than any
loud voices. Leaving for the monastery in order to get salvation for his
soul, he was saving both his state and his dynasty, infusing new vigour
into these. The intrepidity of the warrior and ruler was substituted with
no less courage of a monk who in the monastic peace struggled with his
own self, far from the eyes of his subjects and buttery cheers.

It was a rise beyond human proportions — on the road to holiness.

In the Holy Mountain [Mt. Athos], he was welcomed by his son Sava,
already a highly esteemed monk in the Christian world, distinguished by
magical signs, those of a’God’s beacon. The two most glorious of the Ser-
bian monks were to spend a little more than a year together. In those days
they obtained, as “a gift for all times®, the “Zion of Nemanja’s fatherland“ -
Chilandari - from the Byzantine emperor. It turned to be the cornerstone
of the Serbian spiritual life and culture.

After the passing of Stefan Nemanja, monk Simeon, on the 13%/26" of
February, 1199, a unique, centuries-long interlacing of the saint and the
ruler began in the spiritual/statesmanship consciousness and, moreover,
in the freedom-loving/historical pivotal force of the Serbian nation. One
could even say that the glory of monk Simeon’s holiness outshined and
surpassed the glory of Stefan Nemanja the ruler.

The establishment of the cult of Saint Simeon at the Great Laura of
Studenica was the point of departure and the foundation of the rule-re-
lated ideology in the dominion of the Nemanjices. Thus, Stefan Nemanja
became a holy ancestor who conveyed the “divine norms“ to his subjects
— the practice of imitatio Christi, which was the prevailing characteristic
of the medieval rulers’ ideologies.

What Nemanja left to all of his descendants was the message that
nothing great and, especially, nothing durable can be achieved without
God. For, only that which was built for the glory of the Lord and acquired
through the mercy of the Lord has survived, including what the Serbs are
today — whether they respect it or not, whether they believe in this or not.

His sons, the first king from the dynastic line Stefan the First-Crowned
and the first archbishop of the Serbian Orthodox Church Sava were the
propelling force of the statehood-related and spiritual emancipation of
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